
PATIENT IS SUSPECTED OF HAVING ILD/IPF
REFER FOR ILD 

TYPICAL OF COPD AND CHF2,3

PERFORM PFT AND EVALUATE RESULTS

TYPICAL OF ASTHMA AND COPD7 RESULTS TYPICAL OF ILDs, INCLUDING IPF, OR IN CHF7,8?
CONTINUE TO EVALUATE FOR ILD/IPF DIAGNOSIS

YES, WITH PRODUCTIVE COUGH YES, WITH NONPRODUCTIVE COUGH

CONTINUE

OBSTRUCTIVE RESTRICTIVE

NO, PATIENT DOESN'T HAVE CHRONIC 
COUGH AND EXERTIONAL DYSPNEA

ILD/IPF SHOULD BE CONSIDERED IN ALL PATIENTS WITH 
CHRONIC COUGH AND EXERTIONAL DYSPNEA1

Use this tool to help assess when a diagnosis of ILD/IPF
should be pursued

50%
OVER

OF PATIENTS WITH IPF ARE 
INITIALLY MISDIAGNOSED 
WITH OTHER COMMON 
RESPIRATORY DISEASES9

TYPICAL OF ILDs, INCLUDING IPF, AND
ASTHMA; UNCOMMON IN COPD2,4-6

DOES PATIENT HAVE CHRONIC COUGH AND EXERTIONAL DYSPNEA?

CHF, congestive heart failure; COPD, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease; ILD, interstitial lung disease; IPF, idiopathic pulmonary �brosis; PFT, 
pulmonary function test.
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